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Mr. Francis S. Filbey 
Cen.eral Pre.1ident 
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American Postal Workers Onion, AFL-CIO 
817 14th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Filbey: 
• 

Thi..s is in response to your letter of May 24, 1976, 
wherein you cite several instances in the administration 
of sick leave in the field that the Am2ri~an Postal 
Workers Union feels are unnecessarily harsh and restric--·--· 
tive. My delay in responding has been necessitated by 
my i nvestigatiort of the practices whJch you cite. 

I have reviewed the problem involving Spokane, Denver 
and Phoenix. Effective im.~ediately, medical statement• 
and certifications written on the doctor's office memo 
or s~ationery are acceptablo. Of course, phyaician5 y 
stil..l sign the Form 3971 it they so desire. However, 
it is not an a~solute requirement th.it they do so. 

Y.y review of the other instances you cite indicates 
need for a comprehensive review of the entire leave 
program. This review is now underwtiy and should ba 
comp1oted soon. You will be advised, in accordanco with 
Article XIX, of any contcmpl~ted changes in the leave 
progr~. · 

Th~nJc: you for bringing these matters to my attention. 

.. 
\/' .. . -~~--;J~.' 

James v. P: Conway.,', J i! I_;,,, 

) 

Sincerely, 


